
Almost April Edition

Tony

“TOGETHER WE CAN”

The convention was a ton of fun. It is great when the 
Club banners are carried with pride by the Club 
members. The passing of the Campbell by the PDGs 
and the Skits by the Candidates make our convention 
one of the best. 

PID Mark and Lion Lyn, our international guests 
were a bonus part of the weekend, with their good wishes and their 
dedication to Lionism. Lion Mark showed his talents when he showed 
us one of his other talents with a couple of songs on Saturday evening. 

The Memorial Service on Sunday is a somber event as we remember 
those who have passed.

Congratulations to the candidates who were elected to serve on Cabinet 
next year and thank you to those who stepped forward to be appointed 
into the open positions. DGE Garry will be working with you to prepare 
you for next year.

It was the dedication of the Convention committee that worked 
tirelessly to plan and execute such a wonderful weekend. I am grateful 
for all their work.

We are a growing District with a positive membership growth and a 
new Branch Club this year. The reporting of service is also increasing. I 
challenge the Clubs in the District to keep up he momentum.

Without Community service, we would not have a strong quality of life. 
Its important to the person who serves as well as the recipient. It is the 
way in which we grow and develop.
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photos next page...........
Story by PDG Nancy Ransom

 A15 Historian



(l-r) PDGs Dougald 
Campbell, Dr. Jack 
Bishop, Jim Baird, John 
Paff, Dr. Jim Loucks, Bob 
Taylor, Art Woods, John 
Brash,Larry Sales, Larry 
Wainwright, Larry Inder, 
DG Don Robertson.

L-R: Incoming DG Garry Ransom, PDG’s Dr. Jack Bishop, Art Woods, 
Larry Wainwright, Doug Smith,Thom Herrmann, Tim Cronin, Nancy 
Ransom, OJ Wilura, Todd Wilson, Dan Ayim, Denis Vinette, Wayne Litt, 
Tracey Robinson, George Corrin, Harvey Wood.

Historical Photo 1997 Convention



(l-r) DG Garry Ransom, IPDG Tony Davidson, VDG1 
Bill Robinson, PDG Denis Vinette, VDG2 Linda Vinette, 
RC9 Ray Derouin, RC51 Kevin March, ZC 51W Cheryl 
Bauman, RC 37S Rick Bell, ZC 37W Evelyn Albers,  ZC 
9E, Jaun Moterozza, ZC 9S Ken Linington.

ICR TTS A
I 1

D 5



As mentioned by D.G. Tony, the convention was blessed with 
the attendance of International guests, PID Mark Lyon and his 
wife Lion Lyn. They are from Brookfield Connecticut. Mark 
gave presentations at the lunch on Saturday and at the banquet 
in the evening that gave members food for thought as we go 
forward in the coming years. 

rdMark is the endorsed candidate for 3  Vice President of Lions 
International and he is also a talented musician, he entertained 
the crowd Saturday night with a couple of popular songs: The 
City of New Orleans and Good Morning America. 

Click the image of Mark and Lyn to view and hear the video. 

https://a15lions.org/pages/media/IDMarkLyon.mp4


LIONS INTERNATIONAL
PRESIDENTIAL MEDAL

Lion Debbie Cserhalmi received a Lions 
International Medal from PID Mark Lyon 
for her stellar work with the Lions 
Foundation of Canada. She is a strong 
force with fundraising for the 
organization, their puppy fostering 
program and is a LFC Patron award 
winner. She is also a force with the Walk 
For Dog Guides Program. Debbie was instrumental behind the 
forming of a Cyber Lions Club in Mosburgh. The Presidential 
Medal is the 2nd highest award in Lionism. 

2022
2023



 
 
 

Lions who have made a significant 
leadership contribution during the 
International President’s year in office 
are eligible to receive the Lions Club 
International Leadership Medal.  This 
award is the 3rd

 

highest award from 
LCI.

 
 

 
                                 

Past International Director Mark Lyon 
(left) and District Governor Tony 
Davidson (right) presented Past District 
Governor Tracey Robinson with a Lions 
Club International Leadership Medal at .

LCI award.

 

LIONS CLUB INTERNATIONAL  
LEADERSHIP MEDAL



PRESIDENTIAL CERTIFICATES
OF 

APPRECIATION

PDG Nancy Ransom was the 
recipient of a Presidential 
Certificate of appreciation 
for her excellent work as the 
District Historian and many 
other ways in the district. 
The presentation was made 
by PID Mark Lyon and DG 
Tony Davidson.

Lion Jim Keron, the District 
Audiologist Guru was presented 
with a Presidential Certificate of 
Appreciation for his tirelsss 
efforts, lending his expertise to 
provide audio for cabinet 
meetings and of course,  
conventions. He is also the 
district Zoom coordinator. The 
presentation was made by PID 
Mark Lion and DG Tony 
Davidson



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONVENTION SERVICE PROJECT

Roadside Cleanup

VDG Bill Robinson Skit
Shows Messy Driver Littering

Lions To The Rescue!

A real-life cleanup of 

a Brantford Street was

part of the convention.

Lions working together
for the community!



https://www.flickr.com/photos/thamesfordlionsclub/albums/72177720307525586/page1

CONVENTION PHOTO GALLERY
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Photos Courtesy of
Lion Doris Weir

Thamesford Lions

There are 198 photos
in all to view the album
click on the Lions Logo

Editor’s Note:  I have not yet mastered the 
“FLICKR” sofware, as a result there are

several duplicates in the album. 
I may become more competent

when Pigs Fly!

https://www.flickr.com/photos/thamesfordlionsclub/albums/72177720307525586/page1


As many of you know, I operated a UPS Store.  We 
would have people who would bring in a return package 

with a shipping label on it, drop it on the counter and leave.  
We had the same question...how do we get these people to 

be customers with out asking them?  We began to think, what 
would make the drop off customer leave having had a great 

experience? We came up with a number of small steps.

— Keep the store clean.
— Have dedicated staff who enjoy speaking with customers.
—  Greet everyone within the first 3 steps into the store.
—  Open the door, carry in their packages.
—  Ask each customer how their day was going.
—  Always wear your UPS Store promotional wear.
—  Offer individually wrapped chocolates or cookies on special holidays.  
When they accepted a chocolate, they usually took a moment to have a 
brief conversation giving you time to learn more about them and their 
needs.

We increased our walk-in sales by 10% each year by never asking them 
to purchase.  They would give the store their business just because of the 
small things we did and treating them like a friend.

Does this apply to Lions....you bet it does!  When you are having a 
pancake breakfast, have someone circulate around the tables, greeting 
them and ask if they are enjoying the pancakes.  If you have a future 
project, explain the project and let them know that you are looking for 
volunteers and leave a business card on the table.  Be sure to let them 
know who is providing the pancakes. 

The next time you are doing a fund-raising project or a service project, 
think about ways that you can engage the people that you are serving.  
Many will get to know you, the person behind the Lion and begin to 
ask about the Club and what you do.  
Always have a membership component to 
your project.

SERVICE WITH A PURPOSE!



COPETOWN LIONS
thMarch 7  was a special night in 

the Lions Den in Copetown as 
we inducted five new members.  
Welcome to Lions Colleen 
Martin, Shirley Dearsley, Cathy 
McLaughlin, Paul Landon, and 
Ken Biehler.  We look forward 
to working with you. Past 
District Governor Lion Harv 
lead the ceremony. 
Membership is so important to 
all Lions Clubs.  We need to 
keep adding members as our 
members are getting older.  
Congrats Copetown Lions on adding five new members. 
Lion Dave read the Lions Purpose and Lion Debbie read 
the Lions Code of Ethics. It was a great ceremony.

Lion Harv

Lion 
Dave

Lion Debbie

New Lions: Ken, Cathy,
 Shirley,Colleen and Paul.





RASENBERG FAMILY 

DONATES $10,000 

The Rasenberg family generously 
donated $10,000, to the work of 
Ausable Bayfield Conservation 
Foundation, at the April 20, 2023 
Conservation Dinner. Shown in 
photo (from left to right) are: Brian 
Horner, General Manager and 
Secretary-Treasurer of Ausable 

Bayfield Conservation Authority (ABCA); Dave Frayne, Chair of 
the Conservation Dinner Committee and Ausable Bayfield 
Conservation Foundation (ABCF); Sue Ann Rasenberg; Ashley 
Horlor; Anamaria Rasenberg; Scott Rasenberg; and Lee 
Finkbeiner, President of the Exeter Lions Club.

FEATURE ARTIST 2023
This year's Conservation 
Dinner Feature Artist 
was Dark Horse Estate 
Winery Inc. Shown in 
photo are (from left to 
right): Andrew 
Cieszkowski, Sommelier 
and Hospitality Manager; 
Ashley Horlor, Vice 
President and Kris 
Simmons, Executive 
Chef.



Over its 33-year history, the Conservation Dinner has raised more 
than $1.335 million, in net proceeds, for needed projects in the 
community. The success of the Dinner would not have been 
possible without the participation of the auctioneers over the years 
who keep the evening moving and keep the crowd involved and 
entertained. Shown in photo (from left to right) are: Brian Horner, 
General Manager and Secretary-Treasurer of Ausable Bayfield 
Conservation Authority (ABCA); and auctioneers Kevin McArter; 
Ben Lobb; Bob Heywood; and Richard Lobb.

There was more than $50,000 raised for 
the community at the 33rd Conservation 
Dinner on April 20, 2023. In addition to 
that, there was another $6,000 raised, at 
the community fundraiser, for Lions 
Foundation of Canada Dog Guides. This 
was thanks to 30 people who volunteered 
to donate $200 each. Shown from L to R in 
photo area, Dave Frayne, Chair,  
Conservation Dinner Committee & 
Ausable Bayfield Conservation 
Foundation (ABCF); Andrea Stevens, 
Manager, Events at Lions Foundation of 
Canada Dog Guides; and Sarah Pelleterio, 
also from Lions Foundation of Canada. 



ELORA LIONS 

The Elora LIons hosted a Wine 
Makers dinner in April and raised 
$3,000.00 for the Groves Hospital. 
Eighty-nine guests celebrated Earth 
Day and were entertained and 
enjoyed a delicious meal in support 
of a most worthwhile
charitable organization.



BURFORD LIONS

8th Annual Brant County Community Tree Plant

As part of Earth Day celebrations on Saturday, April 22, 2023, the 
8th Annual Brant County Community Tree Plant took place at 
Burford Lions Art Cadman Park in Burford.  Lion Chief Jim King, 
Lion Garry Givens and Lion Mary Rumble endured therain and 
cool temperatures to man our BBQ for the event. The club is also 
hosting a raffle, CHEER FOR A YEAR, see included flyer.



A series of online courses are available to all Lions. 
The range from fifteen to thirty minutes. If you are 
unable to complete the course in one sitting, you can 
leave and when you return, you will be placed back to 
where you left off. Here is a sample.

CLUB PRESIDENT’S LEARNING PATH

CLUB SECRETARY’S LEARNING PATH

EFFECTIVE LISTENING

TIME MANAGEMENT

There are more than fifty courses with new ones added regularly. Please 
take the time to work your way through at least one to not only learn but 
have an appreciation of its ease of navigating.

Visit Online Learning: lionsclubs.org

The In-Coming and First Vice District Governors with support from the 
Global Membership, Service and Leadership Teams are developing 
Orientation and Training Workshops for Region and Zone Chairs during 
the months of May and June. In addition, In June, similar Workshops will 
be held with content specific to fulfilling the roles of Club President and 
secretary.

New Member Orientation 

I would like to recognize PDG, Lion Tracey and VDG2, Lion Bill, who 
designed and held the first New Member Orientation session with a total 
of twenty six members.  There will be one every two months. Please 
consider this a “must” for all new members.

Lion Jim Sanders, Global Leadership Team Chair

 



GUELPH ROYAL CITY

CHILDHOOD CANCER INFORMATION SESSION
Wednesday May 10th

The Islamic Centre of Cambridge, 1550 Dunbar Road, Cambridge, 
Time: Social 6:30 PM; Dinner at 7PM followed by guest speakers
Cost: $20/person, non-Lions are welcome to attend, you can either 
send an E-Transfer to us or pay at the door.

RSVP: Please let our Club Treasurer Dawn 
Elliott know by Friday, May 5th how many 
Lions and guests will be attending, Dawn’s 
email is  guelphroyalcity@a15lions.org

Guest Speakers:
Meaghan Moore, Director, Advancement & External 

Relations, Ronald McDonald House, South Central Ontario

Lion Sue Martin, District A15 Pediatric,Childhood Cancer 
Chair

Please Note: The meal that will be served is an authentic Indian 
Dinner, if you have special dietary restrictions or issues with spicy 
foods, please request a chicken dinner instead. If you would 
please RSVP with your numbers as well as any alternate Chicken 
Dinners required.

We look forward to meeting with you as we share a meal, social 
time and learn more about Childhood Cancer which is one of 
Lions Clubs International service focuses.



The Guelph Royal City Lions held their annual Family Day 
Breakfast in person this year! We had some of our Dog Guide 
puppies and their foster parents on hand to share with the public 
the amazing role our Lions Foundation of Canada Dog Guide 
program provides to disabled Canadians. The food was delicious, 
there was lots of laughter and fun. This annual event is our service 
to our community and is free will offering. We were thrilled to be 
able to host in person again.

GUELPH ROYAL CITY



 Ayr-North Dumfries Lions in partnership with Knox United Church in Ayr held 

a fundraising dinner in March to benefit 

humanitarian relief efforts in Turkey and 

Syria following the devastating 

earthquake in early February.

Our Lions put together a fantastic 

pulled-pork on a bun dinner, serving an 

estimated 140 meals in all, complete 

with sides and dessert. While we did 

offer the choice of dine-in or take-out, 

the event hall at Knox United was nearly full for the duration of the event. 

Almost every Lion in our club participated in the preparation, cooking, 

serving and clean-up, along with additional volunteers from Knox United to 

bolster our efforts and make this fundraiser a resounding success!

Thanks to the many generous patrons who bought 

tickets, we raised $2745, which was topped up 

Theto make an even $3000 for our donation to the 

Canadian Red Cross. 

This was our first fundraising dinner of the year and 

the outpouring of community support has made 

these efforts very worthwhile! We look forward to 

our next event on the calendar, the Youth Fishing 

Derby, which takes place the Saturday of Father’s 

Day weekend. 

AYR - NORTH DUMFRIES

17th



On Monday, April 24, 

2023, St. Marys Lions 

Club prepared and 

served a very delicious 

Community Church 

Dinner at the St. Marys 

United Church for an 

amazing group of 

residents from St. 

Marys. The Lions served mashed potatoes, chicken 

breasts with mushroom gravy, cole slaw, mixed 

vegetables, a bun, and beverages followed by chocolate 

or vanilla cake. Thank you to all the 

residents who attended and 

thoroughly enjoyed the dinner. 

Special thanks to Shirley Porter, 

Kitchen Coordinator, at St. Marys 

United Church for her expertise and 

guidance. 

(Photos courtesy Lion Raymond Taylor)

ST MARYS LIONS
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support a walker from the clubs in the list of PDG’s Larry’s photo.

Bayfield
Bridgeport
Exeter
Fergus
Floradale
KW Comm. Spirit 
Marsville
Mosborough
Paris
Sheffield
St. Jacobs
Welsley
Wilmot



The Woolwich club added some colour this spring with the sale 
of pots of pansies for Ukraine. The fund-raiser raised close to 
$2,200.00 for the Woolwich Guest House for Ukrainian Refugees 
in transition. 

The Lions Club of Paris kept participants at 
the Paris Maple Syrup Festival well-fed as 
they served up batches of pancakes with 
maple syrup and sausages. The Paris Club 
also had a booth promoting their Pet Valu 
Walk for Dog Guides. Several Future Dog 
Guides and two graduates provided puppy 
love to visitors on a chilly morning.  

WOOLWICH COMMUNITY LIONS CLUB
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MDA 
CONVENTION

Registration Link
Click Here!

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/http://www.mdalions.org/pages/MDAConvention/MDA-2023-convention-registration-pdf-fillable.pdf
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