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Tony

“Spring” It’s just around the corner according to that 
pesky Wiarton Willy or, if you prefer, Punxsutawney Phil 
we are to have an early spring. By 
the looks of the forecast, they 
might be partially correct.

I know all the Clubs in the 
District are involved in service Projects and Fund-
raising to help in the betterment of their 
communities. I was recently at a Lions meeting and 
one of the members spoke on helping the community with  the needs rather 
than the wants. Where there is a need there is a Lion.

Keep reporting your Service projects, and people served as these reports 
are used by International to help attract funds from supporting agencies.

I hope that everyone is excited about our 
Convention at the Best  Western Brantford Hotel 

thand Conference Center April 14-16 . Please 
remember to submit your registration before 

stMarch 1  when the early bird savings end.
Thank-you for your incredible support for Turkey 
and Syria after the devastating earthquake. 

“Together We Can” is the Slogan for this year and 
the Clubs of A15 have demonstrated what can be done when we work 
together. It may be with other service organizations but Lions are usually 
involved.

Make a Great Day!
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https://bit.ly/3XD24jg

TOGETHER, WE CAN!
2023 DISTRICT A-1 5 CONVENTION

April 14th-16th

Brantford Inn & Convention Centre

Hosted By:

Paris, Rockwood & District, St. George & South Wellington Community Lions

We Serve

International Guests, Lions Lyn and PID Mark Lyon, 
endorsed candidate for 3rd International Vice 

President. Members of the Brookfield Ct., Lions Club. 
Further information on next page.



Lion Mark and Lion Lyn have been married for nearly 40 years, and are 
the proud parents of three adult daughters. A recognized part of their 
community, not just for their Lions activities, Lion Mark and Lion Lyn are 
also known for their past and present involvement in local civic, church 
and school groups. Both are career-minded professionals – Lion Mark in 
legal and financial services and Lion Lyn in accounting and operations. 
In their occasional free moments, Lion Lyn enjoys reading, crafting and 
bird-watching, while Lion Mark enjoys reading, playing guitar, golf and 
mountain biking.

Lion Mark has served our International Association of 
Lions Clubs in many capacities since 1996. A proud 
member of the Brookfield Lions Club, Lion Mark has a 
great appreciation for what our local Lions Clubs do 
every day to improve the well-being of their 
communities through active service. Along his Lions 
journey, Lion Mark has benefitted greatly from the 
guidance and support of many mentors. Because of 
them, he more fully understands the importance of life-
long learning, the development of leadership skills, and 
the fostering of lasting relationships based on trust 
and mutual respect. To this day, Lion Mark continues to 
accept the challenge of serving in roles of increasing 
responsibility within Lionism.

Lion Mark views the opportunity to serve our Association as 
International Third Vice President with the same drive, determination and 
passion that he has in serving his local community. He is qualified to 
serve in this position, and is wholly committed to leading by example, 
and to representing all Lions in accordance with our International 
Purpose and Code of Ethics. As the endorsed candidate of Multiple 
District 23 (Connecticut) seeking the high office of International Third 
Vice President, Lion Mark is confident in his abilities to represent our 
Association, and pledges to do everything in his power to support the 
mission and vision of Lions International.

In August 2022, Lion Mark received the unanimous endorsement of the 
Executive Officers and Board of Directors of Lions Clubs International 
for International Third Vice President for Lions Year 2023-2024.



TOGETHER, WE CAN!
 2023 DISTRICT A-15 CONVENTION    

APRIL 14TH - 16TH 

 
        Hosted by: 

Paris, Rockwood & District, St. George and South Wellington Community Lions 
 

Complete one registra�on form per person.  
If paying for mul�ple registrants with one cheque or electronic transfer, a�ach forms together with 

payment. Make cheques payable to: “A15 Lions Conven�on”.  

Mail to:  Paris Lions, P.O. Box 123, Paris, ON    N3L 3E7 

Electronic Transfers to:   conven�on2023@a15lions.org 

____    New Lion Since April 9, 2022 
____   A – 15 Conven�on First Timer  
District: ________________________________ 
Club: __________________________________  

Pre-Registra�on Deadline: 

March 1, 2023

 Lion _____      Leo_____   Non-Lion_____   

Highest Office Held: __________________________________________ Past ___ Present ___  

Name: ___________________________________   Badge Name: _____________________

Address: _________________________________ City: ________________________________  
Postal Code: ___________________ Phone Number:    (_____)  ________________________    
e-mail: _______________________________________________________________________

 Item / Func�on Cost Amount 

“Early Bird” Registra�on (On or Before March 1, 2023) $25.00 

Standard Registra�on (A�er March 1, 2023) $35.00 

Sunday Only Registration (April 16, 2023) $15.00 

Leo Registration Free 

Conven�on Pin $6.00 X _____ 

Draw Tickets $5 each 

Winner to be announced a�er Memorial Service on Sunday 

Hospitality Room (HST Included) 

Tickets @ $5   
________ 

     $170.00 

Saturday, April 15th – Conven�on Luncheon $30.00  _______ 

Saturday, April 15th – Conven�on Banquet  $55.00   _______    

    Special Meal Requests (Please give details) TOTAL 

Guests are to make their own room reservations directly by calling the hotel office at (519) 753-8651 and 
men�on you are with the “Lions District A 15 Conven�on (April 14-16, 2023)” for the special room rate of 

$129.00 plus taxes.  Limited number of rooms available until March 1,2023 at this special rate so book early. 
Hospitality rooms are $170.00 (HST Included) and are to be booked with the Conven�on registra�on. 

  Contact PDG Doug Smith @ (519) 855-1102 or email to: conven�on2023@gmail.com 

Commi�ee 
Use ONLY  

Date Rec’d: 
________________ 

Cheque :     
e-Transfer:

Amount: Confirma�on 
Sent:  

 Brantford Best Western and Conference Centre.



obituary available, click the image..........

https://bit.ly/4194zfd


What the heck is “Club GMA”(Global 
Membership Approach)? Well, it is kind of like 

a watch my family gave me for my birthday. It 
tells me when the sun will rise or set, the outside 

temperature, what direction I am going in so I do not 
get lost, it tracks me so Nancy knows where I am if I 

do get lost, my heart rate, my blood oxygen level, how 
far I have walked or cycled, and many other activities I 
have not thought of. Or I can wear it and it tells me the 
time of day. What else do you need a watch for? Similarly, 
some Lions  want a watch that simply tells the time. In other words, continue 
with our longstanding service programs. The challenge some Clubs are facing 
is to continue to meet the service expectations with fewer members.

When clubs set out to grow membership, it can seem daunting, not unlike 
learning all the features on my watch simultaneously the club Global 
Membership Approach (GMA) that  takes us through the process , ending up 
with a realistic plan to increase membership.  At strategic points along the 
way, your Club will receive guidance and advice. The action plan is left to the 
development by the members of the club.  This recognizes that each Club has 
unique needs and resources. When I asked my son-in- law the best way to 
learn all the features of my watch, he asked me what features are most 
important to me: the compass, oxygen level,  heart beat, the distance travelled 
and so on. In other words, he helped me determine my highest initial priorities 
before trying to understand the entire instruction manual. The GMA process is 
quite similar.  It’s designed to enable Clubs to follow the process according to 
their needs and circumstances. Some Clubs have found it beneficial to seek 
the support of a District-trained facilitator whose  responsibility is to ask 
questions and give some direction but it is up to the members to identify what 
is important to them, projects they consider priorities and others that are not 
apropriate.

Given the pace of change, it is necessary to stop and ask:  “Do our current 
clubs meet needs and valued within the community?  With this information, 
your ready to begin to determine where you want the club to be in 3-5 years.  
With these goals and objectives, you can turn to the development of the action 
plan.  The above may sound complicated but in fact, GMA provides a step by 
step detailed process to follow. 

Need more information. Want to understand more about the 
GMA process? Want the District to provide a facilitator to help 
your club through the process? Contact our GMA coordinator 
PDG, Lion Tracey at gma@a15lions.org or myself  
at vdg1@a15lions.org.

 “Club GMA”





The hard work of the Exeter Lions Club volunteers working with 
the Ausable Bayfied Conservation Foundation, neighbouring
Lions Clubs and the local community have created a successful
charitable dinner and auction since the 1990’s, the 33rd dinner
is to take place in person in 2023 on Thursday, April 20.

https://bit.ly/3DJCelN
http://bit.ly/3wB75Np


The Paradise & District Lions Club 50th 
Anniversary celebration was held, quite fittingly, 
at the home of the sponsoring Lions Club in St. 
Jacobs.  The Paradise club was chartered on 
February 14th, 1973. Helping to celebrate were 
approximately 70 Lions and Guests, including 

members of the Paradise club, St. Jacobs Lions, PID Lion Art 
Woods, and local government officials. A number of Charter 
Members, both current and former were in attendance. Two are still 
active and were presented with plaques to recognize the occasion. 

The picture of the Charter Lions at the front of the hall has the 
original members that were available to attend. They are from left 
to right are: Murray Miles, Jim Schweitzer, Bill Strauss, Ed 
Gerstenkorn, John Pfaffinger, Tom Dietrich, Harvey Kuntz, Ray 
Haid, and Tom Crummer. Ed Gerstenkorn and John Pfaffinger are 
still current, active members. A full collection of photos are 
available by clicking the photo below.

Congratulations to Paradise & District Lions!

“50 Great Years in Paradise”

click here..............

https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=kZSa3TVZlWBuQfGc6WBTwERL1GPvhBHdAYvy
https://u.pcloud.link/publink/show?code=kZSa3TVZlWBuQfGc6WBTwERL1GPvhBHdAYvy


Reprint from LFC “Pawsitivity” report...
Winter 2023 edition.





“AS LONG AS I'M ABLE”

An article from the New Hamburg Independent by Seyitan Moritiwon, reprinted 
with permission

“I think it is important to give something to your community." That’s a 
statement Leah Graves heard from her father that she’s held on to for many 
years. Her father, Bill Roth isn’t just talk, he puts in the work and hours in 
volunteering for his community in Wilmot Township. “Looking back, I can't 
think of a time when my father wasn't contributing in some capacity to various 
groups in the New Hamburg and area,” Graves said.

He served as a volunteer firefighter for the Wilmot Fire Department for about 
twenty years, is the current president of the Wilmot Lions/Lioness Club, where 
he leads meetings on how the club can better serve the community and also 
volunteers with the New Hamburg Mennonite relief sale and Huron-Perth 
Christopher Leadership to name a few.

“I just think it's important for people to recognize that there are a lot of people 
in the community who are kind of like those silent heroes in a way, the quiet 
heroes that do a lot without expecting much in return,” she said about her dad. 
Graves, who described her father as a family man, said he's been both her 
hockey coach and Sunday school teacher.

For Roth, he gets satisfaction from being involved in the community and holds 
the view that every member of the community has a responsibility to be active 
where they are. As the president of a service club, he said many people do not 
realize how much work is put into it because they’re not involved.It was hard for 
him to highlight his achievements since he started volunteering in the 1980s but 
he said he’s happy that together with his team, he was able to merge Wilmot 
Lions and Lioness club in July 2021 and the rest is the beginning of history.



The International Association of Lions Clubs
By action of its Board of Directors approves
the recommendation of the Lions Club of

and does hereby confer uponWE SERVE

LIFE MEMBERSHIP

in said club
This membership is awarded in recognition of outstanding service as a Lion

President
LIONS CLUBS INTERNATIONAL

COPETOWN LIONS

thFebruary 7  was an outstanding meeting night for the Copetown Lions, for 
his tireless years as a charter member of the club and his contribution to 
the community Lion Bill Shewfelt was awarded a Life Membership from 
Lions International. Somehow the event was kept a secret and it came as a 
total surprise.  Most of Bill’s family was in attendance as were PID Art 
Woods, A15 DG Tony Davidson and PDG Harvey Wood. The photo shows Lion 
Bill receiving his Life Member card and other memorabilia from Art.



ARISS & MARYHILL LIONS

At a planned Zoom Meeting PCC Lion Debbie Dawson and 
an in-person visit from Lions Quest CEO, Lion Joanne 
McQuiggan, a Lions Quest Fellowship was presented to Lion 
Hilda Wainwright of the Ariss and Maryhill Lions Club. 
During the presentation Lion Debbie stated that at the MDA 
virtual Convention for her Council year, she asked for input 
on whom Lions thought would be deserving of a 
recognition. . Lion Hilda’s name was put forward. Lion 
Debbie went on to say,” When I heard of all the things Lion 
Hilda does for Lions and in support of Lion Larry, especially 
when it came to the Lions Quest Fellowship, ordering and 
compiling all the pieces and sometimes delivering them, I 
knew this was a great choice.” Lion Joanne then presented 
the Fellowship at the Zoom meeting as seen in the photo 
below of Lion Joanne, and Lion Hilda with her Fellowship. 
Lion Hilda thanked everyone for the recognition and 
acknowledgement of her continuing efforts for Lionism.

Hilda Wainwright



DUNDAS LIONS FOUNDATION

In keeping with their ongoing service project for Autism 

Ontario, as described on the flyer on the following page,  the 

Dundas Lions foundation recently donated another $11,000.00 

to the society. Shown in the photo are Lions Kevin Martin, 

Wayne Griffiths and Mike Davies, accepting the cheque is a 

representative of the local office for Autism, Ontario. 





Pancakes are popular this time of year........
Click the image for an interesting take on 

Lions Pancake Breakfasts!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6jJiaeuE-Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W6jJiaeuE-Q
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